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CONFIDENTIAL BRASILIA 5714 
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TAGS: PFOR, ENRG, BR 

SUBJECT: FONOFF OFFICIAL COMMENTS ON NUCLEAR PROGRAM 

1. DURING SOCIAL GATHERING JULY 8 DIRECTOR OF FOREIGN MINISTRY 

BASIC PRODUCTS DIVISION, SERGIO BATH, RAISED SUBJECT 

OF GOB/FRG ACCORD WITH EMBASSY ECONO OFFICER WITH THE COMMENT 

THAT US SHOULD BE MORE CONCERNED WITH ARGENTINE NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT 

RATHER THAN BRAZIL’S PROGRAM BECAUSE ARGENTINA "IS 

THE COUNTRY THAT WILL BE THE FIRST IN LATIN AMERICA TO SET 

OFF A NUCLEAR EXPLOSION BECAUSE THE ARGENTINES NEED SOME 

DRAMATIC ACTION TO REGAIN THE PRESTIGE THEY HAVE LOST BECAUSE 

OF DOMESTIC POLITICAL PROBLEMS". BATH SAID US NEED NOT BE 

SO CONCERNED OVER BRAZILIAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM BECAUSE IT WOULD 

BE 10 TO 12 YEARS BEFORE BRAZIL WOULD ACQUIRE NATIONAL TECHNOLOGICAL 

CAPACITY, DERIVED FROM GERMAN ASSISTED PROGRAM, 

THAT WOULD ALLOW BRAZIL ACCESS TO NON-SAFEGUARDED PLUTIONIUM. 

HE SAID IT WOULD BE 15 TO 20 YEARS BEFORE BRAZIL COULD EXPECT 
TO HAVE A NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE CAPABILITY AND THAT, BY THAT 
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CAPABILITY AND BRAZIL WOULD JUST BE ONE MORE MEMBER OF THE 
EXPANDED NUCLEAR CLUB. 

2. BATH COMMENTED THAT ARTICLES IN BRAZILIAN PRESS PLAYING 

UP US RESENTMENT OVER LOSS OF COMMERCIAL CONTRACTS FOR NUCLEAR 
PROGRAM (WHICH HE DID NOT DENY WERE OFFICIALLY INSPIRED) 

WERE UNFORTUNATE, AND HE SAID GOB IS WELL AWARE THAT US CONCERN 
CENTERS ON POSSIBILITY THAT BRAZIL WILL EVENTUALLY GET 
ITS HANDS ON UNPROTECTED PLUTONIUM. 

3. COMMENT: BATH HAS BEEN DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN NEGOTIATION 
OF NUCLEAR AGREEMENT WITH GERMANY. DURING CONVERSATION HE 
READILY ADKNOWLEDGED LIKELIHOOD THAT BRAZIL WILL EVENTUALLY 
ACQUIRE NUCLEAR EXPLOSVE CAPABILITY AND REFLECTED GENERAL 
BARZILIAN VIEW THAT NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION IS INEVITABLE AND 
THAT ACQUISITION OF EXPLOSIVE CAPABILITY IS A SINE QUA NON 

FOR MAJOR POWER STATUS. 
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